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Topic 1: Accelerating Rural Transformation

Summary: India’s rural transformation is driven by a sustained policy push toward creating
self-reliant and dignified village communities in line with the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision. By
investing heavily in physical, social, and digital infrastructure, the government aims to bridge the
rural-urban divide and turn villages into economic growth centers.

Background: Rural India is central to national growth as 54.6% of the workforce resides in 6.62
lakh villages. Historical challenges like low per capita income and regional disparities
necessitated a transition from subsistence-level support to large-scale asset creation.

Key Points:

e Physical Infrastructure Expansion: PMGSY has achieved 99.7% habitation connectivity,
while PMAY-G aims to provide 4.95 crore pucca houses to ensure "Housing for All".

e Social and Digital Inclusion: The Jal Jeevan Mission increased tap water coverage from
17% in 2019 to 81.31% by 2026, while Bharat Net has made 2.14 lakh villages service-ready for
the digital economy.
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¢ Viksit Bharat Gram Rozgar Mission (VB-GRM): This mission builds on MGNREGA's legacy by

focusing on durable infrastructure, increasing employment from 100 to 125 days, and

ensuring decentralized implementation via Gram Panchayats.
Prelims Facts (One Liners):

e PMGSY-IV targets the construction of 62,500 km of rural roads with an outlay of 270,125
crore.

e The Ministry of Rural Development received a £1.97 lakh crore allocation in the Union
Budget 2026-27.

MCQ Practice: Q. Under the newly introduced Viksit Bharat Gram Rozgar Mission (VB-GRM), what
is the proposed increase in guaranteed employment days? A) 100 to 110 days B) 100 to 125 days C)
100 to 150 days D) No change Answer: B (The mission expands employment from 100 to 125 days

and introduces wage delay compensation.)

Topic 2: Driving Growth in Agriculture and Allied Sectors

Summary: The Union Budget 2026—-27 signals a strategic shift in agriculture from a
subsidy-driven approach toward productivity enhancement, diversification, and climate
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resilience. While income support continues, the focus is now on integration of technology and

long-term income stabilization through durable asset creation.

Background: Agriculture employs nearly 43-45% of the workforce but contributes only 15-16% to
the GDP, indicating low productivity and disguised unemployment. Structural reforms are needed
to shift from subsistence farming to high-value, market-oriented models.

Key Points:

e Productivity and Investment Multiplier: Agricultural GVA growth is projected at 3.5%—5%
under favorable conditions, with every additional 215,000 crore investment potentially
generating 24,000-27,000 crore in GDP gains.

e Diversification into Allied Sectors: Fisheries (growing at 8-9%) and Horticulture
(contributing 33% of agricultural GVA) are emerging as critical growth engines to act as
buffers against crop failures.

e Digital Agriculture Ecosystem: Al-driven platforms like Bharat-VISTAAR provide real-time,
location-specific advisory services, while the agri-startup ecosystem is projected to reach
4,000 enterprises by 2028.

Prelims Facts (One Liners):

e The agricultural credit target for 2026—-27 has been set at 22 lakh crore.
e India is currently the world’s largest rice producer and second-largest fish producer.

MCQ Practice: Q. Which sector contributes approximately 33% of Agricultural GVA and 38% of total
output value in India? A) Livestock B) Fisheries C) Horticulture D) Cereals Answer: C (Horticulture is

a key strategy for enhancing farmer incomes, though it faces 15-20% post-harvest losses.)
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Topic 3: Building a Stronger and More Inclusive Healthcare System

Summary: The Health Budget 2026-27 reflects a paradigm shift toward a comprehensive,
system-oriented approach, with an allocation of 21,06,530.42 crore. The strategy integrates
primary care strengthening with financial protection, digital health, and industrial policy via
biopharmaceutical innovation.

Background: Public health expenditure has risen by over 194% since 2014-15. The current policy
recognizes that health is influenced by a nexus of nutrition, environment, workforce, and
technology.
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Key Points:

¢ Universal Health Coverage (UHC): PM-JAY (Ayushman Bharat) continues to reduce
catastrophic out-of-pocket expenditure, while NHM (allocated 239,390 crore) remains the
backbone for primary care and immunization.

¢ Resilience and Infrastructure: The PM-ABHIM scheme (up 67.66%) focuses on building
critical care blocks and district laboratories to ensure emergency preparedness.

e Bio-Pharma Shakti Initiative: A 210,000 crore investment aims to boost production of
biologics and biosimilars, positioning India as a global biopharmaceutical hub.

Prelims Facts (One Liners):

e The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission received an allocation of 350 crore to focus on
interoperable digital health records.

e The government has provided custom duty exemptions on 17 life-saving drugs to improve
affordability.

MCQ Practice: Q. What is the primary focus of the newly launched Bio-Pharma Shakti initiative? A)
Building rural clinics B) Production of biologics and biosimilars C) Training ASHA workers D)
Universal immunization Answer: B (The initiative integrates health policy with industrial policy to
boost biologics production.)
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Topic 4: Empowering Youth and Enterprise for Viksit Bharat

Summary: The 2026-27 Budget places Yuva Shakti and enterprise development at the heart of
national development, shifting from access-driven policies to outcome-oriented learning and
job creation. It adopts an integrated approach linking education, skills, and the digital economy.

Background: Aligned with NEP 2020, the strategy aims to move youth from a “job-seeking”
mindset to becoming job creators for a technology-driven global economy.

Key Points:

e Human Capital Development: An allocation of 1.39 lakh crore supports multidisciplinary
learning, the expansion of Atal Tinkering Labs (targeting 50,000), and the creation of
university townships near industrial corridors.

e The Creative (Orange) Economy: Establishment of AVGC labs in 15,000 schools aims to
generate 2 million jobs by 2030 in sectors like gaming, design, and content creation.

e MSME as Growth Engine: A 210,000 crore SME Development Fund aims to build "Champion
MSMEs,"” supported by the Corporate Mitra initiative for compliance assistance in Tier-2
and Tier-3 cities.
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Prelims Facts (One Liners):

¢ The Indian Institute of Creative Technologies (IICT) was launched in Mumbai to lead
national training in creative technologies.
e The Atmanirbhar Bharat Fund for MSMEs received a 22,000 crore infusion in the latest

budget.

MCQ Practice: Q. The "Corporate Mitra" initiative is designed to provide what type of support to
MSMEs? A) Direct financial grants B) Export subsidies C) Compliance and advisory support in
Tier-2/3 cities D) Raw material procurement Answer: C (It provides affordable compliance and

advisory support for enterprises in smaller cities.)

Topic 5: Women in India: Policy, Power, and Possibility

Click here to access Click here to access Click here to access Click here to access

Monthly Magazine Yojana Magazine Current Affairs PIB Summaries



https://huwehg.short.gy/padhai
https://padhai.ai/current-affairs/monthly-magazines
https://padhai.ai/current-affairs/yojana-magazine
https://padhai.ai/current-affairs
https://padhai.ai/current-affairs/pib-summary
https://padhai.ai/current-affairs/monthly-magazines
https://padhai.ai/current-affairs/yojana-magazine
https://padhai.ai/current-affairs
https://padhai.ai/current-affairs/pib-summary

— i GET O k
PadhAl | > Google Play
Summary: The Budget marks a systemic shift by mainstreaming gender equity across 53
ministries, with a total Gender Budget of 5.01lakh crore (9.37% of total expenditure). It
transitions from welfare-centric schemes to capability and enterprise-led empowerment.

Background: Gender equity is now being integrated into the state's architecture, acknowledging
women as central stakeholders and growth drivers rather than mere beneficiaries.

Key Points:

¢ Gender-Responsive Governance: Mission Shakti (23,605 crore) provides safety
mechanisms like One Stop Centres and institutional support systems.

e Economic Empowerment Models: SHE-Marts are being established to provide market
access and branding for products made by women-led SHGs, facilitating the transition
from micro-enterprises to scalable businesses.

e Educational Access: The Budget mandates the establishment of girls’ hostels in every
district to remove mobility and safety barriers to higher education, particularly in STEM
fields.

Prelims Facts (One Liners):

e The Gender Budget 2026-27 increased by 11.55% compared to the previous year.
e LakhpatiDidi and SHG-based models are the core pillars of the women-led rural

development strategy.

MCQ Practice: Q. What percentage of the total national expenditure does the Gender Budget
2026-27 represent? A) 5.25% B) 7.50% C) 9.37% D) 11.55% Answer: C (The Z5.01 lakh crore allocation

represents 9.37% of total expenditure.)
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Topic 6: Seed Act 2026

Summary: The Seed Act 2026 is a major regulatory reform designed to replace the outdated
Seeds Act of 1966. It addresses the menace of fake and substandard seeds by ensuring

transparency, scientific validation, and strict accountability through digital traceability.

Background: The previous framework was inadequate for managing modern private seed
markets, hybrid varieties, and complex global supply chains.
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Key Points:

e Digital Traceability: The Act introduces a QR-based seed traceability system that allows
farmers to verify the origin, quality, and credentials of sellers.

e Accountability and Deterrence: It mandates the registration of all seed producers and
dealers, introducing strict penalties including fines up to 30 lakh and imprisonment for
seed fraud.

e Protection of Farmer Rights: While modernizing regulations, the Act specifically protects
farmers’ traditional rights to save, use, exchange, and share seeds.

Prelims Facts (One Liners):
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e Seed fraud is now treated as a serious economic offence with a maximum imprisonment

of 3 years.
e ICAR, agricultural universities, and KVKs are given expanded roles in scientific evaluation

of seed performance.

MCQ Practice: Q. Which feature of the Seed Act 2026 allows farmers to track the origin and verify
the quality of their agricultural inputs? A) National Seed Registry B) QR-based traceability system
C) KVK physical inspection D) Mandatory Soil Health Cards Answer: B (The QR system enables
farmers to verify credentials and authorities to track defective batches.)
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