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1.LIST OF OUTCOMES: PRIME
MINISTER’S VISIT TO THE
NETHERLANDS

Key Outcomes of the Visit
1. Strengthening Strategic Partnership

I.  Both countries reaffirmed commitment
to:
A. Democratic values
B. Rule-based international order
C. Stronger bilateral engagement

2. Trade & Economic Cooperation

. Focuson:
A. Investment promotion
B. Innovation partnerships
C. Supply-chain resilience
Il.  The Netherlands remains an important
economic partner for India in Europe.

3. Technology & Innovation

I.  Cooperation discussed in:
A. Semiconductors
B. Digital technologies
C. Artificial Intelligence
D. Start-up ecosystems
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4. Water & Climate Cooperation

I.  Collaboration on:
A. Water management
B. Climate adaptation
C. Sustainable infrastructure
Il.  The Netherlands is globally known for
expertise in water engineering.

5. Agriculture & Food Processing

I.  Enhanced cooperation in:
A. Agri-technology
B. Horticulture
C. Food supply chains

6. Indo-Pacific & Global Issues

. Discussions included:
A. Maritime security
B. Indo-Pacific cooperation
C. Multilateral engagement

BACKGROUND [ CONTEXT

India—Netherlands Relations

I.  Strong cooperation in:
A. Trade
B. Agriculture
C. Water technology
D. Renewable energy
Il.  Netherlands is among:
A. Major European investors in India

Strategic Importance of Netherlands

. Located in:
A. Western Europe
Il.  Key sectors:
A. Ports and logistics
B. Agriculture innovation
C. Water management expertise
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Importance of Bilateral Visits

. Help:
A. Strengthen diplomacy
B. Expand trade and investment
C. Promote strategic cooperation

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

e Countries: India and Netherlands.

e Focus areas: Trade, technology, climate,
water management.

e Key theme: Strategic partnership.

e Sectoral cooperation: Agriculture and
innovation.

e Global context: Indo-Pacific
cooperation.

e Importance: Economic and diplomatic
engagement.

e Way Forward: Deepen technology and
sustainability partnerships.

PRELIMS BOOSTER BOX

e Country: Netherlands

e Region: Europe

e Known for: Water management
expertise

e Focus sectors: Technology and
agriculture

e Theme: Strategic partnership

e Globalissue: Indo-Pacific cooperation

e Goal: Stronger bilateral ties

PadhAI-GENERATED UPSC
MCQ

Consider the following statements:

1. The Netherlands is known globally for
expertise in water management.
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2. India and the Netherlands cooperate in
sectors such as agriculture and
technology.
3. Bilateral diplomatic visits have no role in
economic cooperation.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 1only

(c) 2and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a)

2.INDIAN NAVY INAUGURATES
NAVAL SAILING NODE AT BHOPAL

Objectives of the Naval Sailing Node

. Promote:
A. Sailing and water sports culture
B. Maritime awareness among
youth
C. Adventure and leadership skills

Key Features

e Sailing training facilities
e Water sports infrastructure
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e Opportunities for naval personnel and
civilians

Significance

. Encourages:
A. Discipline and teamwork
B. Maritime orientation in inland
regions
Il.  Supports:
A. Talent development in sailing
sports

Broader Impact

I.  Enhances:
A. Civil-military engagement
B. Awareness of maritime
importance in national
development

BACKGROUND [ CONTEXT

Indian Navy

I.  Indian Navy:
A. Maritime arm of India’s armed
forces
Il.  Responsible for:
A. Maritime security and naval
operations

Importance of Sailing

I.  Develops:
A. Navigation and seamanship skills
B. Physical endurance and
leadership qualities
Il.  Also important for:
A. Competitive sports and
adventure activities
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Bhopal

I.  Bhopal:
A. Known as the “City of Lakes”
Il.  Suitable for:
A. Inland water sports and sailing
activities

Maritime Awareness

. Important for:
A. Understanding India’s maritime

interests
B. Promoting blue economy
awareness
KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Organization: Indian Navy.

Location: Bhopal.

Facility: Naval Sailing Node.

Purpose: Sailing and maritime
awareness.

Focus: Youth and adventure training.

e Benefit: Leadership and teamwork skills.
e Way Forward: Expand maritime sports
and awareness initiatives.

PRELIMS BOOSTER BOX

Force: Indian Navy

Location: Bhopal

Activity: Sailing and water sports
Concept: Maritime awareness
Importance: Leadership and discipline
Related theme: Blue economy
awareness

e Goal: Youth engagement
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Consider the following statements:

1. TheIndian Navy is responsible for
maritime security operations.

2. Sailing activities help develop navigation
and leadership skills.

3. Bhopal is often referred to as the “City of
Lakes.”

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(a)1,2and 3
(b) 1and 2 only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d) 1only

Answer: (a)

3.NATIONAL TESTING HOUSE,
GHAZIABAD TO UNVEIL
STATE-OF-THE-ART SHOE TESTING
LABORATORY
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Objectives of the Laboratory

.  Ensure:
A. Quality and safety standards in
footwear manufacturing
Il.  Support:
A. Domestic manufacturers and
exporters

Key Functions

e Testing footwear quality and durability

e Compliance verification with national
and international standards

e Product certification and performance
evaluation

Significance

I.  Enhances:
A. Quality infrastructure in
manufacturing sector
B. Export competitiveness of Indian
footwear industry
Il.  Supports:
A. "Make in India” and quality-driven
industrial growth

Expected Benefits

e Improved consumer safety

e Better product reliability

e Boost to MSMEs and exporters in
footwear sector
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BACKGROUND [ CONTEXT

National Testing House (NTH)

I.  National Testing House:
A. Premier testing and calibration
institution under Government of
India
Il.  Provides:
A. Testing, calibration, and quality
assurance services

Importance of Quality Infrastructure

I.  Includes:

A. Testing laboratories

B. Certification systems

C. Standardization mechanisms
Il.  Essential for:

A. Industrial growth and exports

India’s Footwear Industry

I.  One of the major sectors for:
A. Employment generation
B. Exports
C. MSME participation

Need for Testing Facilities

I.  Ensures:
A. Product quality
B. Durability
C. Compliance with global trade
standards

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Institution: National Testing House.
Location: Ghaziabad.

Facility: Shoe Testing Laboratory.
Focus: Quality assurance and testing.
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Sector: Footwear manufacturing.
Importance: Export competitiveness and
safety.

Way Forward: Expand modern testing
infrastructure for manufacturing sectors.

PRELIMS BOOSTER BOX

NTH: Testing and calibration institution
Sector: Footwear manufacturing
Focus: Product quality standards
Benefit: Export competitiveness
Related initiative: Make in India
Importance: Quality infrastructure
Goal: Industrial standardization

PadhAIl-GENERATED UPSC
MCQ

Consider the following statements:

1.

Quality infrastructure includes testing
and certification systems.

Footwear testing laboratories help
ensure compliance with quality
standards.

India’s footwear sector has no role in
employment generation.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 1only

(c) 2and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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4.FIELD OPERATIONS FOR

HOUSELISTING & HOUSING CENSUS
COMMENCE IN FIVE REGIONS

Purpose of Houselisting & Housing
Census

. Collect data on:
A. Housing conditions
B. Household amenities
C. Assets and infrastructure
availability

Key Activities

e Enumeration of houses and households

e Collection of socio-economic and
housing-related information

e Digital data collection and verification

Significance

I.  Helpsin:
A. Policy planning
B. Welfare scheme targeting
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C. Urban and rural development
planning
Il.  Provides baseline data for:
A. Population Census operations

BACKGROUND [ CONTEXT

Census in India

. Conducted under:
A. Census Act, 1948
Il.  Managed by:
A. Registrar General and Census
Commissioner of India

Houselisting and Housing Census

. Conducted before:

A. Population Enumeration
IIl.  Includes data on:

A. Housing stock
Drinking water
Sanitation
Electricity
Household assets

mooOw

Importance of Census Data

. Used for:
A. Governance and development
planning
B. Resource allocation
C. Delimitation and demographic
analysis

Challenges

e Large-scale data collection
e Migration and urbanization issues
e Ensuring digital accuracy and coverage
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

e Exercise: Houselisting and Housing
Census.

e Regions covered: Rajasthan, Meghalaya,

Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Delhi (MCD
area).

e Law: Census Act, 1948.

e Agency: Registrar General and Census
Commissioner.

e Purpose: Housing and socio-economic
data collection.

e Importance: Policy and welfare
planning.

e Way Forward: Ensure accurate,
technology-driven census operations.

PRELIMS BOOSTER BOX

e Law: Census Act, 1948

e Agency: Registrar General & Census
Commissioner

Phase: Houselisting and Housing Census

e Purpose: Housing and amenities data

e Use: Policy planning

e Challenge: Large-scale enumeration

e Importance: Demographic governance
PadhAl-GENERATED UPSC
MCQ

Consider the following statements:

1. The Census in India is conducted under
the Census Act, 1948.

2. Houselisting and Housing Census is
conducted prior to population
enumeration.

3. Census data is useful for policy planning
and resource dllocation.
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Which of the statements given above isf/are
correct?

(a)1,2and 3
(b) 1and 2 only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d) 1only

Answer: (a)

5.UNION RAILWAY MINISTER FLAGS
OFF BENGALURU-MUMBAI EXPRESS
TRAIN

Key Objectives

e Strengthen inter-state rail connectivity

e Improve passenger convenience and
travel efficiency

e Support economic and commercial
interactions between major cities
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Route Importance

. Connects:
A. Bengaluru — a major technology
and innovation hub
B. Mumbai — Indid’s financial
capital

Expected Benefits

e Faster and more comfortable travel

e Boost to tourism and trade

e Better mobility for business travelers and
commuters

Significance

I.  Supports modernization of:
A. Indian Railways
Il.  Enhances:
A. Regional connectivity and
economic integration

BACKGROUND [ CONTEXT

Indian Railways

I.  Indian Railways:
A. One of the world'’s largest railway
networks
Il.  Important for:
A. Passenger transportation
B. Freight movement
C. National integration

Rail Connectivity & Economic Growth

I.  Efficient transport networks:
A. Reduce travel time
B. Promote trade and investment
C. Improve regional development
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Bengaluru—Mumbai Corridor

. Strategic route connecting:
A. Technology sector
B. Financial and industrial centers

Railway Modernization

l.  Includes:
A. New trains
B. Electrification
C. Station redevelopment
D. Improved passenger amenities

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

e Train: Bengaluru-Mumbai Express.

e Minister: Ashwini Vaishnaw.

e States connected: Karnataka and
Maharashtra.

e Organization: Indian Railways.

e Focus: Passenger connectivity and
modernization.

¢ Importance: Economic integration and
mobility.

e Way Forward: Expand high-quality rail
infrastructure and services.

PRELIMS BOOSTER BOX

e Cities connected: Bengaluru and
Mumbai

Sector: Rail transport

Organization: Indian Railways

Goal: Better connectivity

Benefit: Trade and tourism growth
Theme: Infrastructure modernization
Importance: Regional integration
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Consider the following statements:

1. Indian Railways is among the world’s
largest railway networks.

2. Improved rail connectivity can support
regional economic growth.

3. Bengaluru is widely known as a major
technology hub in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(a)1,2and 3
(b) 1and 2 only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d) 1only

Answer: (a)
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