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1.SAIL STRENGTHENS NAVAL 
SELF-RELIANCE WITH INDIGENOUS 
STEEL FOR INS TARAGIRI

 

●​ SAIL’s supply of special steel for INS 
Taragiri reflects growing domestic 
capability in critical defence 
materials. 

●​ It reduces dependence on foreign 
imports for strategic naval assets. 

●​ The move strengthens India’s defence 
industrial base and supply chain 
resilience. 

●​ It aligns with policies promoting 
indigenisation in defence production. 

●​ Indigenous steel enhances cost 
efficiency, security, and 
technological control. 

●​ It also boosts collaboration between 
public sector enterprises and defence 
forces. 

●​ Overall, it contributes to India’s goal of 
becoming a global defence 
manufacturing hub. 

 

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT 

INS Taragiri 

I.​ INS Taragiri is part of the Project 17A 
stealth frigates of the Indian Navy. 

II.​ Built using advanced stealth 
technology for reduced radar 
signature. 

III.​ Designed for: 
A.​ Anti-submarine warfare 
B.​ Anti-air warfare 
C.​ Surface combat operations 

Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) 

●​ A Maharatna Public Sector 
Undertaking under the Ministry of 
Steel. 

●​ Plays a key role in supplying 
special-grade steel for defence and 
infrastructure sectors. 

Defence Indigenisation 

I.​ Focus on reducing import dependence 
through: 

A.​ Make in India initiative 
B.​ Defence Acquisition Procedure 

(DAP) 
II.​ Encourages domestic manufacturing 

of: 
A.​ Warships 
B.​ Aircraft 
C.​ Critical materials like special 

steel 

Strategic Importance of Special Steel 

I.​ Used in defence due to: 
A.​ High strength and durability 
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B.​ Resistance to extreme 

conditions 
C.​ Enhanced survivability of 

platforms 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

●​ Indigenisation Push: Use of 
domestically produced steel in naval 
platforms. 

●​ Strategic Autonomy: Reduces reliance 
on foreign suppliers for critical 
materials. 

●​ Technological Capability: 
Demonstrates India’s progress in 
advanced metallurgy. 

●​ Defence Manufacturing: Strengthens 
domestic defence production 
ecosystem. 

●​ Economic Impact: Supports PSU 
growth and job creation. 

●​ Security Advantage: Ensures supply 
chain reliability during conflicts. 

●​ Way Forward: Expand indigenous 
capabilities in high-end materials and 
defence technologies. 

PRELIMS BOOSTER BOX 

●​ SAIL: Maharatna PSU under Ministry of 
Steel 

●​ Project 17A: Advanced stealth frigate 
programme 

●​ INS Taragiri: Third ship of Project 17A 
class 

●​ Make in India: Initiative to boost 
domestic manufacturing 

●​ DAP: Governs defence procurement in 
India 

●​ Special Steel: High-performance steel 
used in defence applications 

●​ Stealth Technology: Reduces 
detectability by radar and sensors 

PadhAI-GENERATED UPSC 
MCQ 

Consider the following statements: 

1.​ INS Taragiri is part of the Project 17A 
stealth frigate programme. 

2.​ Steel Authority of India Limited 
functions under the Ministry of 
Defence. 

3.​ Defence indigenisation aims to reduce 
dependence on imports of military 
equipment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only​
(b) 1 only​
(c) 2 and 3 only​
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (a) 
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2.BHARAT TRIBES FEST 2026 
CONCLUDES: CELEBRATING TRIBAL 
HERITAGE AND ECONOMIC 
EMPOWERMENT

 

●​ The festival served as a platform to 
showcase tribal art, handicrafts, and 
traditional products. 

●​ It boosted market access and income 
opportunities for tribal communities. 

●​ The initiative strengthens inclusive 
growth and socio-economic 
upliftment of Scheduled Tribes. 

●​ It aligns with government efforts to 
promote “Vocal for Local” and tribal 
self-reliance. 

●​ Recognition of artisans enhances 
motivation and preservation of 
indigenous knowledge systems. 

●​ The fest also facilitates direct 
buyer-seller interaction, reducing 
intermediaries. 

●​ Overall, it contributes to cultural 
preservation alongside economic 
empowerment. 

 

 

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT 

TRIFED 

I.​ TRIFED functions under the Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs. 

II.​ Established in 1987 to support tribal 
livelihoods through marketing of 
products. 

III.​ Implements initiatives like: 
A.​ Van Dhan Vikas Kendras 
B.​ Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

for Minor Forest Produce (MFP) 

Tribal Economy in India 

I.​ Tribal communities depend on: 
A.​ Forest produce 
B.​ Handicrafts and handlooms 

II.​ Challenges include: 
A.​ Limited market access 
B.​ Exploitation by middlemen 

Government Initiatives 

●​ Van Dhan Yojana: Value addition to 
forest produce 

●​ Eklavya Model Residential Schools 
(EMRS): Education for tribal students 

●​ Digital platforms for tribal products 
(e-commerce integration) 

Cultural Significance 

I.​ Tribal art reflects: 
A.​ Local traditions and identity 
B.​ Sustainable and eco-friendly 

practices 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 
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●​ Economic Empowerment: Direct 

income generation for tribal artisans. 
●​ Institutional Mechanism: TRIFED’s role 

in marketing and promotion. 
●​ Cultural Preservation: Promotion of 

traditional art forms and crafts. 
●​ Market Linkages: Direct interface 

between artisans and consumers. 
●​ Inclusive Development: Focus on 

upliftment of Scheduled Tribes. 
●​ Challenges: Limited scalability, 

logistics issues, and digital divide. 
●​ Way Forward: Strengthen 

e-commerce integration, branding, 
and global outreach. 

PRELIMS BOOSTER BOX 

●​ TRIFED: Established in 1987 under 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

●​ Van Dhan Vikas Kendras: Promote 
value addition to Minor Forest Produce 

●​ MSP for MFP: Ensures fair price to tribal 
gatherers 

●​ Scheduled Tribes: Recognized under 
Article 342 of the Constitution 

●​ EMRS: Residential schools for tribal 
students 

●​ Minor Forest Produce (MFP): 
Non-timber forest products like honey, 
bamboo, lac 

●​ Vocal for Local: Promotes indigenous 
products 

PadhAI-GENERATED UPSC 
MCQ 

Consider the following statements: 

1.​ TRIFED operates under the Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs. 

2.​ Minor Forest Produce includes 
timber-based forest products. 

3.​ Van Dhan Vikas Kendras aim to 
promote value addition to forest 
produce. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only​
(b) 1 only​
(c) 2 and 3 only​
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (a) 

3.INS TRIKAND’S PORT CALL AT 
DAR-ES-SALAAM: STRENGTHENING 
INDIA–TANZANIA MARITIME TIES 
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●​ The port call reflects India’s growing 

engagement in the Western Indian 
Ocean Region (WIOR). 

●​ It strengthens defence diplomacy and 
naval cooperation with African 
nations. 

●​ Such visits promote interoperability 
and mutual understanding between 
navies. 

●​ The move aligns with India’s vision of 
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in 
the Region). 

●​ It enhances India’s role as a net 
security provider in the Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR). 

●​ The engagement also supports trade 
security and maritime stability. 

●​ Overall, it deepens India–Africa 
relations with a focus on strategic and 
economic cooperation. 

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT 

INS Trikand 

I.​ INS Trikand is a Talwar-class stealth 
frigate of the Indian Navy. 

II.​ Equipped with advanced: 
A.​ Surface-to-air missiles 
B.​ Anti-submarine warfare 

systems 
III.​ Plays a key role in blue-water naval 

operations. 

India–Tanzania Relations 

I.​ Tanzania is a key partner in East 
Africa. 

II.​ Cooperation areas: 
A.​ Maritime security 
B.​ Trade and capacity building 

III.​ Strategic due to proximity to major sea 
lanes in the Indian Ocean. 

SAGAR Doctrine 

I.​ India’s maritime vision: Security and 
Growth for All in the Region. 

II.​ Focuses on: 
A.​ Regional cooperation 
B.​ Maritime safety 
C.​ Sustainable development 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 

I.​ Critical for: 
A.​ Global trade routes (sea lanes 

of communication) 
B.​ Energy transportation 

II.​ Increasing geopolitical importance 
due to major power competition. 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

●​ Defence Diplomacy: Strengthens 
bilateral naval relations with Tanzania. 

●​ Strategic Presence: Reinforces India’s 
role in the Western Indian Ocean. 

●​ Operational Cooperation: Enhances 
interoperability through joint exercises. 

●​ Economic Significance: Secures vital 
sea lanes and trade routes. 

●​ Geopolitical Importance: Counters 
external influence in the IOR. 

●​ Soft Power: Goodwill visits promote 
cultural and diplomatic ties. 

●​ Way Forward: Expand naval 
partnerships and deepen maritime 
collaboration. 
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PRELIMS BOOSTER BOX 

●​ INS Trikand: Talwar-class stealth 
frigate 

●​ Dar-es-Salaam: Largest city and port 
of Tanzania 

●​ SAGAR Doctrine: India’s maritime 
policy framework 

●​ IOR: Indian Ocean Region – key global 
trade corridor 

●​ Talwar-class: Built with stealth 
features and multi-role capabilities 

●​ Blue-water Navy: Capability to 
operate globally across deep oceans 

●​ Sea Lanes of Communication 
(SLOCs): Vital maritime trade routes 

PadhAI-GENERATED UPSC 
MCQ 

Consider the following statements: 

1.​ INS Trikand is a Talwar-class stealth 
frigate of the Indian Navy. 

2.​ SAGAR doctrine focuses only on 
military dominance in the Indian 
Ocean Region. 

3.​ Dar-es-Salaam is a major port city in 
Tanzania. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only​
(b) 1 only​
(c) 2 and 3 only​
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (a) 

4.NATIONAL MARITIME DAY 2026: 
INDIA REAFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO 
MARITIME STRENGTH AND TRADE 
SECURITY

 

●​ National Maritime Day underscores the 
significance of shipping and maritime 
infrastructure in India’s economy. 

●​ Around 90% of India’s trade by 
volume is carried through maritime 
routes. 

●​ The message emphasizes 
strengthening port-led development 
and maritime security. 

●​ It aligns with initiatives like the 
Sagarmala Programme to modernize 
ports and logistics. 

●​ The maritime sector is crucial for 
energy security and global trade 
connectivity. 

●​ It also highlights the role of seafarers 
and maritime professionals in 
nation-building. 

●​ Overall, it reflects a governance focus 
on the blue economy and strategic 
maritime capability. 
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BACKGROUND / CONTEXT 

National Maritime Day 

I.​ Celebrated annually on April 5. 
II.​ Marks the 1919 journey of SS Loyalty 

from Mumbai to London. 
III.​ Recognizes contributions of: 

A.​ Seafarers 
B.​ Shipping industry 

Maritime Sector in India 

I.​ India has a coastline of over 7,500 km. 
II.​ Hosts 12 major ports and 200+ 

non-major ports. 
III.​ Key for: 

A.​ International trade 
B.​ Coastal shipping 

Sagarmala Programme 

I.​ Launched in 2015 to promote port-led 
development. 

II.​ Focus areas: 
A.​ Port modernization 
B.​ Connectivity enhancement 
C.​ Coastal community 

development 

Blue Economy 

I.​ Sustainable use of ocean resources 
for: 

A.​ Economic growth 
B.​ Livelihoods 
C.​ Environmental sustainability 

 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

●​ Economic Backbone: Maritime 
transport handles the majority of 
India’s trade. 

●​ Strategic Importance: Ensures energy 
security and supply chain resilience. 

●​ Infrastructure Push: Focus on port 
modernization under Sagarmala. 

●​ Cultural Significance: Honors 
seafarers and maritime heritage. 

●​ Geopolitical Role: Strengthens India’s 
presence in the Indian Ocean Region. 

●​ Challenges: Port congestion, 
environmental concerns, and global 
competition. 

●​ Way Forward: Enhance logistics 
efficiency, green shipping, and 
maritime innovation. 

PRELIMS BOOSTER BOX 

●​ National Maritime Day: April 5 
●​ SS Loyalty: First Indian-owned 

steamship (1919 voyage) 
●​ Coastline Length: ~7,500 km 
●​ Sagarmala Programme: Port-led 

development initiative (2015) 
●​ Major Ports: 12 (administered by 

central government) 
●​ Blue Economy: Sustainable 

ocean-based economic development 
●​ Maritime Trade Share: ~90% by 

volume 
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PadhAI-GENERATED UPSC 
MCQ 

Consider the following statements: 

1.​ National Maritime Day in India is 
celebrated on April 5. 

2.​ Sagarmala Programme focuses on 
port-led development. 

3.​ SS Loyalty was the first foreign-owned 
steamship to sail from India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only​
(b) 1 only​
(c) 2 and 3 only​
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (a) 
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