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MAP: WESTERN GHATS: GEOGRAPHY, MOUNTAINS, AND RIVERS
Sahyadri    Nilgiri Hills    Anaimalai & Cardamom Hills    From the Tapi valley to Kanyakumari

LEGEND

Western Ghats

State Boundary

Mountain Peak

Highest Peak (Anamudi)

Rivers

Mountain Pass / Gap

IST Meridian / Tropic of Cancer

WESTERN GHATS AT A GLANCE

Extent: About 1,600 km along India's west
coast, from the Tapi valley
(Gujarat-Maharashtra) to Kanyakumari
(Tamil Nadu).

States: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu; about
1.6 lakh sq km.

Origin: Not true fold mountains: the faulted
western edge of the Deccan Plateau. Steep
scarp to the west, gentle slope to the east.

Peaks: Anamudi (2,695 m, Anaimalai Hills,
Kerala) is the highest; Doddabetta (2,637
m) tops the Nilgiris, where the Eastern
Ghats meet the Western Ghats.

Passes: Thal Ghat, Bhor Ghat and the
Palghat Gap, the widest break, between the
Nilgiri and Anaimalai hills.

Rivers: Source of the east-flowing Godavari,
Krishna and Kaveri. Short, swift
west-flowing rivers include the Sharavati
(Jog Falls) and Periyar.
Monsoon: Blocks the SW monsoon: heavy
rain on the windward west, rain shadow on
the Deccan.

Ecology: UNESCO World Heritage Site (2012)
and one of India's 4 biodiversity hotspots.
Gadgil (2011) and Kasturirangan (2013)
panels on eco-sensitive areas.
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